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Ecstra acknowledges the Traditional Owners 
and Custodians of the lands on which we live 
and work. We pay respect to Elders past and 
present, and acknowledge the continuing 
connections to culture, community, land and 
sea of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples.

Acknowledgement 
of Country



Talk Money with Ecstra Foundation 

 Money conversation
 Creating saving habits
 Needs vs wants

 Spending and saving 
choices

 Commercial influences
 Setting financial goals

 Making money
 Tax and super
 Work rights and financial 

independence

Year 5 and 6 students Year 7 and 8 students Year 9 and 10 students

Talking about 
money

Spending and 
saving money

Making 
money work

Talk Money with Ecstra Foundation



Fact sheets Buy Now, Pay Later

Inflation

Saving

Superannuation

Investments

Cryptocurrency

Starting a job

Tax



Financial Literacy in Action Award (K-12)Financial Literacy in Action Awards



About Ecstra Foundation

• An independent charitable foundation 
committed to building the financial wellbeing 
of Australians.

• We support financial initiatives that help 
young people develop the money and 
financial decision-making skills they need 
now, and for future life stages.

• Partner with a range of organisations and 
educators, often already active in schools, 
communities and workplaces with a shared 
passion for financial education and equality 
of access. 



Agenda

Indigenous cultures

Islamic finance and immigrants

Q&A

Closing remarks

Type questions in the chat for Q&A 

Slide deck available post-event

Certificate of Participation provided on request

The session is recorded and will be available 
post-event
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4:35pm

5:10pm

5:30pm

5:45pm

Housekeeping



Indigenous 
Cultures



Indigenous Cultures

Associate Professor, Griffith University

Kerry Bodle Levon Blue

Professor, Massey University

Jodie Hunter

Associate Professor, University of Queensland



Why Indigenous culture is important in 
business and financial literacy curriculum

To improve the cultural awareness and competency when 
engaging with First Peoples in different business contexts 
through understanding their history, culture, and knowledges 
and take an overall view of First Peoples' ways of knowing, being 
and doing business.

Appreciating diverse language and culture in financial education

Make it matter

GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY



2024 AAUT Winner: 
Neville Bonner Award

Associate Professor
Kerry Bodle



PEDAGOGY

To enhance students’ cultural 
competency when engaging with 
First Australians, a storytelling teaching 
pedagogy was adopted. This 
included, “informal yarning, telling 
stories about my family’s journey, 
visual art and critical reflection as 
pedagogical practices” (Bodle, 
2017). The purpose informing this 
approach was to “engage students 
to become more conscious of the 
Aboriginal knowledges, to provide an 
opportunity for students to embrace 
what they did not know, what they 
were already familiar with, and what 
they feel already. This was done by 
acknowledging, valuing and 
respecting Aboriginal ways of 
knowing, being and doing, as well as 
the students’ own cultural values and 
beliefs” (ibid.). To implement this 
vision, the course adopted an active 
learning approach which fostered 
student collaboration and 
participation through the use of 
technology





Appreciating diverse 
language and culture in 

financial education

A/Prof. Levon Blue
l.blue@uq.edu.au

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples are warned 
that the next slide contains images 
of deceased persons.
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I would like to acknowledge the Yuggera and 
Turrbal peoples as the Traditional Owners of the 
land where we gather today.

I pay my respects to their Ancestors, their 
descendants and all Aboriginal and/or Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, who continue cultural and 
spiritual connections to Country.

I recognise the valuable contributions Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples have made and 
continue to make in Australia and globally.

Acknowledgement  
of Country

The Brisbane River pattern from A Guidance 
Through Time 
by Casey Coolwell and Kyra Mancktelow.



Introductions
“The protocol for introducing one’s self to other Indigenous people is to provide information 
about one’s cultural location, so that connections can be made on political, cultural and social 
grounds and relations established”. (Moreton-Robinson, 2021, p. xxii)

Reference: Moreton-Robinson, A. (2021). Talkin’ up to the White Woman: Indigenous Women 
and Feminism. University of Minnesota Press
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Blue (2020). Financial Literacy Education in a First Nation 
Community in Canada: Educating for Agency | SpringerLink -
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-4835-2_2

Blue, O’Brien & Makar (2018). Exploring the classroom 
practices that may enable a compassionate approach to 
financial literacy education | Mathematics Education 
Research Journal (springer.com) -
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5

Context specific/Site specific and Needs Based

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-4835-2_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-4835-2_2
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-4835-2_2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13394-017-0223-5


Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Mathematics Alliance (ATSIMA) 

Prof Chris Matthew, CEO of ATSIMA

Resources | ATSIMA - 
https://atsima.com/resources/

Dr Carly Sawatzki – Deakin University
The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf (deakin.edu.au)

Resources

https://aamt.edu.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/07/5.-
NAIDOC-Koara-game.pdf

https://wordpress-
ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-
content/uploads/sites/260/2
024/05/The-financially-
capable-young-person.pdf

https://atsima.com/resources/
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf
https://aamt.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/5.-NAIDOC-Koara-game.pdf
https://aamt.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/5.-NAIDOC-Koara-game.pdf
https://aamt.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/5.-NAIDOC-Koara-game.pdf
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf
https://wordpress-ms.deakin.edu.au/redi/wp-content/uploads/sites/260/2024/05/The-financially-capable-young-person.pdf


Funds of knowledge related to financial 
experiences. 

Consider differing cultural values and how 
this impacts on ideas related to financial 

resources. 

Consider student experiences and the 
knowledge they bring to the classroom. 





• How can we connect culture, 
experiences, and mathematics 
through tasks? 

• Make space for students to 
contribute their ideas and respond 
in different ways.  

Hunter, J., Sawatzki, C. Discovering diverse students’ funds of knowledge 
related to finance: Pāsifika students in New Zealand. Math Ed Res J 31, 419–
439 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1007/s13394-019-00259-0 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13394-019-00259-0


Indigenous Cultures- Resources

SBS TV- The First Inventors

ACARA Curriculum Connections v9- Consumer and financial literacy- Doing Business Aboriginal Way

ACARA FIRST Framework

National Museum Australia- Top end trade

Culture is Life- Education resources

Tax, Super + You (ATO)- various lessons 

Mathematics Hub

First Nations Foundation

MoneySmart- money tips for ATSI peoples

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/the-first-inventors-premieres-on-nitv/sdkjkq46n
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/teacher-resources/understand-this-curriculum-connection/consumer-and-financial-literacy
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/first-framework
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/trade-makasar
https://cultureislife.org/education/
https://taxsuperandyou.gov.au/search-resources
https://www.mathematicshub.edu.au/
https://firstnationsfoundation.org.au/
https://moneysmart.gov.au/indigenous


Islamic 
finance and 
immigrants



Islamic finance and Immigrants

Vice President, Economics 
and Business Educators 

NSW

Roset Khair Laura de Zwaan

Senior Lecturer, Qld University of 
Technology



























TEQSA Provider ID PRV12079  Australian University | CRICOS No.00213J

School of Accountancy
Faculty of Business and Law

Personal finance 
experiences of young 
adults from culturally 
and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds
Laura de Zwaan
Co-authors Elisabeth Sinnewe and Deanna Grant-Smith
Funded by the Financial Basics Foundation
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School of Accountancy
Faculty of Business and Law

QUT acknowledges the Turrbal and Yugara, as the First Nations 
owners of the lands where QUT now stands. We pay respect to 
their Elders, lores, customs and creation spirits. We recognise 
that these lands have always been places of teaching, research 
and learning. 
QUT acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people play within the QUT community.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 



TEQSA Provider ID PRV12079  Australian University | CRICOS No.00213J

School of Accountancy
Faculty of Business and Law

• Previous research on high-school age 
revealed the impact of home life on 
financial knowledge

• Students from different backgrounds have 
different forms of knowledge, skills and 
behaviours

• There is a need to align learning activities 
with relevant and inclusive financial 
experiences

Background



TEQSA Provider ID PRV12079  Australian University | CRICOS No.00213J

School of Accountancy
Faculty of Business and Law

• Australia has a large migrant population
• Around 8.2 million Australian residents were born overseas (30%)
• Increasingly from non-English speaking countries (India, China)

• There are some worrying statistics 
• Immigrants have about a 30% retirement saving gap
• International students have high levels of financial precarity

• Generally, there is very little research on the financial experiences of people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds in Australia

Background
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• Spending habits
• Religion
• Financial socialisation
• Language barriers
• Differences in financial systems 
• Currency barriers
• Susceptibility to financial scams

Insights



TEQSA Provider ID PRV12079  Australian University | CRICOS No.00213J

School of Accountancy
Faculty of Business and Law

• Keep and learning activities and assessment relevant 

• Avoid using complicated language

• Use collective finances as some examples or problems e.g. family budgeting, 
pooling resources

Practical implications



Immigrants- Resources

MoneySmart- resources translated in 10 languages

https://moneysmart.gov.au/publications-and-resources


Q&A



Talk Money newsletter 

Talk Money Facebook 

Ecstra Foundation newsletter 

Ecstra Foundation Facebook

Ecstra Foundation LinkedIn

Tracey West Facebook

Tracey West LinkedIn

tracey.west@ecstra.org.au

For more information on Talk Money with 
Ecstra Foundation, go to talkmoney.org.au

Thank you

https://talkmoney.org.au/news/#subscribe-footer
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087079073318
https://www.ecstra.org.au/contact
https://www.facebook.com/EcstraFoundation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ecstrafoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550550922931
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracey-west-phd-13840277/
http://talkmoney.org.au/
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