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Talk Money reaches 500,000 students as national conversation on financial wellbeing
grows

27 November 2025

Ecstra Foundation’s flagship financial literacy in schools program, Talk Money, has now
reached 500,000 young Australians across 12,600 workshops in 1,600 schools nationwide,
a major milestone in building financial literacy and confidence.

The milestone follows Ecstra’s National Financial Wellbeing Summit 2025, where leaders
from government, business, education and community sectors discussed practical
approaches to build a better financial future for all Australians.

Launched in 2022, Talk Money is the largest face to face financial literacy program
offered free in Australian schools. The sessions are tailored to different age groups from
Years 5-10 covering topics including money conversations, spending and saving, digital
influences, being scam savvy, tax, super and your rights at work. The content is aligned
to the Australian Curriculum and the National Consumer and Financial Literacy
Framework.

Ecstra Foundation CEO Caroline Stewart said the milestone comes at a time of growing
national momentum around improving financial wellbeing and literacy, particularly for
young people.

"Reaching half a million school students nationwide and fripling the number of schools
and workshops delivered in under four years shows there’s increasing demand for
practical, engaging financial education.

“"We know that starting money lessons early builds lifelong knowledge and capability,
and programs like Talk Money are helping normalise these conversations in classrooms
and at home,” added Ms Stewart.

Roset Khair, Vice President of Economics and Business Educators NSW and a leading
advocate for financial literacy education, said there is growing support for schools to
embed financial capability in the classroom.

“Financial literacy is an essential life skill and a foundation for overall wellbeing. Teachers
see first hand the positive impact when their students can connect financial concepts to
real world decisions.

“Programs like Talk Money are vital because they provide schools with curriculum
aligned resources and tools to teach these skills effectively, while helping to build a
culture where learning about money is normal and empowering,” she added.

Ms Stewart said that there are opportunities to connect classrooms with broader systems
change.
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“Talk Money is one part of a bigger picture, to ensure every young person has access to
financial education, and that the systems around them support financial inclusion and
wellbeing. This milestone is a great reminder of what is possible when education, policy
and community come together with shared purpose.

Through initiatives like Talk Money and other cross-sector partnerships, Ecstra champions
a national approach to financial capability, equipping Australians with the knowledge,
confidence and opportunity to make informed financial decisions and build wellbeing.
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About Ecstra Foundation

Ecstra Foundation is committed to a future where people can achieve their best
financial wellbeing. Ecstra invests in partnerships, programs and people to provide
effective financial education at key life stages and to improve community financial
capability and wellbeing.

Its flagship financial literacy program, Talk Money with Ecstra Foundation, ensures more
Australian students have access to effective money lessons and guidance when they
need it. Talk Money is the largest school-based face-to-face financial education
program offered in Australia.

Since launching in 2022 Talk Money has engaged 1,600 schools, delivered over 12,600
workshops with more than 500,000 student bookings and continues to expand to schools
nationally.

More information is available at: www.talkmoney.org.au/ and www.ecstra.org.au

Read the 2024 Talk Money Impact report here.
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